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Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen Café

Serving up Ambiance and Security

by Diane Slocum, Contributing Writer, hcarder@pelco.com

Michigan, and you are transported to a New Orleans-style

dining experience. Located in the heart of Greektown,
Fishbone’s is surrounded by hotels, restaurants, sports
complexes, and a casino. With all of the activity around and
associated with such a popular nightspot, Andrew B. Lightbody,
Fishbone’s head of security, approached Abel Electronics, Inc.,
about installing a complete video security system.

Prior to his meeting with Abel Electronics, Lightbody had
limited experience with Pelco products. To make an informed
decision, he met with Mark Monarch, president of Abel
Electronics, and Steve Milsk, Pelco manufacturer’s sales
representative, for a demonstration of the Pelco system.

After seeing the capability of the equipment, the
choice was simple. “It's an unbelievable system,” said
Nico Gatzaros, director of operations for Fishbone’s. He
cited the product’s quality and the company’s service
guarantees as the advantages of contracting with Pelco.

Visit the Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen Café in Detroit,

The Heart of The System

One of the aspects of the Fishbone’s installation that
makes it so effective is Pelco’s new DX8000 Digital Video
Recorder. “It has a lot of features that are usually found at
twice the cost,” Milsk said.

Among those features is the DX8000’s image quality.
Every connected camera can be adjusted to record at a
different resolution, ranging from a good image-quality
setting of CIF (320x240) to the highest image-quality setting
of 4CIF (720x480). And just as importantly, these resolution
settings are adjustable on a camera-by-camera basis. Along
with the DX8000’s record rate, which offers up to 30 frames
per second per camera, the DX8000 provides users like
Fishbone’s with a total record rate per box of up to 480 FPS in
CIF mode.

Fishbone’s has six DX8000 DVRs, each capable of recording
16 cameras. The setup is a fully integrated solution for viewing,
searching, and playback with the use of a 96-input, 16-output
matrix switcher, which controls the flow of data.

And as far as video playback is concerned, it has never been
easier than with the DX8000, thanks to such advanced search
capabilities as Thumbnail and Pixel searches. With these, hourly
clips of a scene over a 24-hour period can be called up, enabling
the operator to see if anything changed in the shot during that
time. Further, specific sections of the scene — or pixels — can be
highlighted to alert the operator if any changes occurred within
those selected pixels. Cameras are set to record only when there
is motion in the viewing area, saving disk space and search time.
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Blending In

Over 90 cameras positioned throughout the restaurant are
viewed in the control room on six 21-inch, high-resolution
monitors and six VGA monitors.

All dining, kitchen, and storage areas of the restaurant are
monitored to secure inventory and observe employee activity.
“The system is covering the entire restaurant to cut down
on theft, protect against false liability claims, and to increase
employee and customer safety,” Monarch said.

Over 90 cameras positioned
throughout the restaurant are
viewed in the control room.

To maintain the French Quarter atmosphere of the
century-old building—an integral requirement to the dining
experience—the cameras could not distract from the restaurant’s
ambiance. As a result, most are positioned in such a way as to
blend in with their surroundings, whether they are on the wall,
on beams, or mounted atop posts.

Pelco Camclosure integrated mini-domes were selected both
for their appearance and functionality. Available in a variety of
colors and mounting options to further facilitate their mesh
with the environment, the Camclosure combines a camera,
lens, enclosure, and mounting system and integrates these
pieces into a small, discreet, and compact package. In addition






